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Attempting to Position Architect as an Object of Sociological Research
-The analysis of the narratives and works of architect Kuma Kengo -
MATSUMURA, Jun
Kwansei Gakuin University Graduate School of Sociology
 The aim of this study is to elucidate the reality of the world of architects, which has rarely been focused 
on in a sociological research. Given that architect as a career does not have any official authorization, and that 
they are always confronted by the difficulty of their own positioning in between the binary opposition of art 
and technology, it is obvious that they cannot be analyzed by a single perspective. In other words, the analysis 
in this respect needs a more dynamic approach. Thus, this paper tries to introduce the concept of ‘field’ 
defined by Pierre Bourdieu as a theoretical framework to grasp this dynamics and describe the ‘field of 
architecture’. Then, it attempts to position architect as someone struggling to pursue the essence of 
architecture in this field. As a case study, it will focus on Kengo Kuma (1954-), one of the most famous 
architects in Japan. To do so, this study will divide his career into three stages: the 1980s as the first stage; the 
1990s as the second stage; and the 2000s and thereafter as the third stage. Then, it will describe and analyze 
the transformation of his narratives and works.
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